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A n  Army Reserve o f f i c e r  c l a i m s  p a y m e n t  
f o r  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  d u r i n g  a 
period of a c t i v e  d u t y  fo r  t r a i n i n g  i n  
1 9 7 6 .  T h e  claim f i r s t  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  
G e n e r a l  A c c o u n t i n g  O f f i c e  o n  9 u g u s t  26, 
1 9 8 1 ,  is  d i s a l l o w e d  s i n c e  i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
v e n i n g  per iod b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of 
d u t y  a n d  r e q u e s t  f o r  p a y m e n t ,  a l l  G o v e r n -  
m e n t  r e c o r d s  w h i c h  wou ld  j u s t i f y  p a y m e n t  
o r  r e f u t e  n o n p a y m e n t  were l o s t  o r  
d e s t r o y e d .  T h e  b u r d e n  of p r o o f  a b s e n t  
s u c h  G o v e r n m e n t  records is  o n  t h e  c l a i m a n t  
a n d  h e  h a s  n o t  f u r n i s h e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  
f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  d o c u m e n t i n g  h i s  e n t i t l e -  
m e n t  t o  p a y m e n t .  

iYlajor R o g e r  W. Loder ,  (JSAR,  r e q u e s t s  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  oE 
3ur C l a i m s  G r o u p ' s  d e n i a l  o f  h i s  claim f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  fo r  
t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  d u r i n q  a per iod  of a c t i v e  d u t y  f o r  
t r a i n i n g .  S i n c e  G o v e r n m e n t  records w h i c h  w o u l d  j u s t i f y  or  
r e f u t e  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  claim were e i t h e r  l o s t  o r  
d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  p e r i o d  beween t h e  time o f  
t r a v e l  a n d  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  t h e  c l a i m  a n d  t h e  b u r d e n  of p r o o f  
3n  t h e  c l a i m a n t  t o  f u r n i s h  e v i d e n c e  o f  v a l i d i y  r3r n o n p a y m e n t  
h a s  nq t  S e e n  m e t ,  t h e  d e n i a l  is  s u s t a i n e d .  

Major Loder s u b m i t t e d  a t r a v e l  c la im i n  December 1 9 3 0  
f o r  p e r  d i e m  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs  of a t t e n d i n g  a c t i v e  
d u t v  f o r  t r a i n i n g  d u r i n q  t h e  pe r iod  A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  t h r o u g h  
May 3 ,  1 9 7 6 .  T h e  claim, f i r s t  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  
A c c o u n t i n g  O f f i c e  on A u g u s t  2 6 ,  1981,- c o n t a i n s  a s t a t e m e n t  
by Yajor Loder t h a t  t r a v e l  a n d  f i n a n c e  records f o r  t h e  
p e r i o d  were l o s t  by t h e  SO64 I J n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army R e s e r v e  
G a r r i s o n  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  b u t  t h a t  i n  O c t o b e r  1380 h e  f o u n d  t h e  
c l a im i n  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  u n i t  t o  w h i c h  h e  was a s s i g n e d  d u r i n a  
t h e  y e a r s  1975-1977.  He f a r t h e r  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  c l a i m  h a s  
n o t  S e e n  p a i d - o r  re jec ted  for p a y m e n t .  T h e  r J n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Arny F i n a n c e  a n d  A c c o u n t i n g  C e n t e r  c o m p u t e d  t h e  a m o u n t  of 
t h e  c l a i m  a s  $ 3 3 7 . 5 0 ,  b u t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  
t o  l o c a t e  a n y  records w h i c h  w o u l d  j u s t i f y  or  r e f u t e  p a y m e n t  
q f  t h e  c la im.  
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Major L o d e r  h a s  n o t  f u r n i s h e d  a n y  d o c u m e n t i n g  e v i d e n c e  
f r o m  f i n a n c i a l  records o f  a n y  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  p r o v e  
t h a t  h e  is  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  p a y m e n t  claimed. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
a l l  G o v e r n m e n t  r e c o r d s  w h i c h  w o u l d  j u s t i f y  or r e f u t e  p a y m e n t  
of t h e  c l a i m  h a v e  b e e n  e i t h e r  l o s t  or d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  o f  n e a r l y  5 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y .  

The  b u r d e n  o f  proof a s  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  nonpaymen t  
of a v a l i d  claim a g a i n s t  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  is o n  t h e  
p e r s o n  a s s e r t i n g  t h e  claim. Matter o f  Bond,  B-207041,  
September 8 ,  1982 .  O r d i n a r i l y ,  p r o o f  o f  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of a 
c l a i m  c a n  be f o u n d  i n  G o v e r n m e n t  r e c o r d s .  However ,  i n  s i t u -  
a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h i s  w h e r e  G o v e r n m e n t  r e c o r d s  w h i c h  may p r o v e  
or  d i s p r o v e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of a c l a im a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  
w h e r e  t h e  c l a i m a n t ' s  r e c o r d s  or  e v i d e n c e  d o  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  
t h a t  h i s  c la im was n o t  p a i d  w e  h a v e  no  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  
d i s a l l o w  t h e  c la im.  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  s i n c e  n o  e v i d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  by t h e  
Army o r  s u b m i t t e d  b y  Major L o d e r  d o c u m e n t i n g  h i s  c l a i m ,  t h e  
d e n i a l  of p a y m e n t  is s u s t a i n e d .  
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